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NEWSLETTER 2020 

Dear Members, 
 

First of all can we all thank David for all that he does.  As Chairman I do not do anything and 
am really superfluous! 
 
First a recap on 2019 which I hope you enjoyed. 
 
 7 March 2019: The Guildhall, Bury St Edmunds for a talk by retired judge and author, 
Malcolm Knott, on ‘A Life in Crime’. After the talk we had a guided tour of the newly 
refurbished Guildhall.  Dating back to 1279, it is the oldest continuously-used civic building 
in Britain and has the only surviving World War Two Royal Observer Corps Control Centre.  
 
27 April 2019: West Stow Anglo-Saxon Village and Country Park.  This is one of the country's 
great archaelogical sites. This visit started with a guided tour of the Saxon Village and recent 
archaeological discoveries. After a buffet lunch, there was an opportunity to visit the 
Museum and archaeology centre and walk around the extensive West Stow Country Park. 
 
6 June 2019: Whisky and Roses Event. A visit to the English Whisky Company in Roudham for 
a guided tour followed by lunch. In the afternoon we visited Peter Beales Roses at 
Attleborough for a guided tour and afternoon tea. 
 
25 September 2019: St. John's College Cambridge for a talk by Professor Deborah Howard, 
Fellow of St John’s College and University Professor of Architectural History, on ‘The Role of 
Water in Venetian Architecture’.  This fascinating lecture discussed the particular challenges 
of building on the amphibious site of the Venetian lagoon.  It considered the visual and 
commercial assets of the presence of water and the problems of fresh-water supply. After a 
buffet lunch in the Central Hall, there was a choice of either a guided tour of the College or 
the Fellows Garden. 
 
For 2020 we have four events organised; 
 
THURSDAY 26 MARCH: St. Edmundsbury Cathedral for a talk in Edmunds Room by Dr 
Richard Hoggett on the history and national importance of the medieval Abbey founded in 
1020 by King Canute. After a soup and sandwich lunch there will be a guided tour of the 
Abbey ruins. Dr Hoggett is an acknowledged heritage consultant and archaeologist who was 
commissioned a few years ago to research the history and national importance of the Abbey 
Church. 
 
THURSDAY 21 MAY: A talk by Richard Humphries in The Secret Garden Restaurant, 
Sudbury, on the evolution of the silk trade from China and how Sudbury became the centre 
of the silk industry in the UK. The talk will be followed by a two course lunch. Richard is the 
founder of The Humphries Weaving Company which has been at the pinnacle of high quality 
fabric design and custom weaving for nearly five decades. 
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THURSDAY 4 JUNE: Summer Garden Party at Bruisyard Hall with a talk and guided tour 
with the owner Robert Rous. Bruisyard Hall is an Elizabethan manor house built from and 
incorporating the remains of Bruisyard Abbey which was founded in 1364 as the nunnery of 
the Order of the Poor Clares. The Abbey was seized by the crown in 1539. Robert Rous is a 
direct descendant of Sir Thomas Rous who inherited the house in 1611. 
 
THURSDAY 24 SEPTEMBER:  A visit to Pembroke College Cambridge, hosted by Sir Roger 
Tomkys (past master).  Sir Roger will also give the talk ‘Oxford to Cambridge by camel’. 
Roger was at Oxford, then our ambassador in the Middle East and finally Master of 
Pembroke.  There will be a two course lunch, followed by a tour of the college with Sir 
Roger. 
 
The Committee would welcome some feedback from you to guide us in planning future 
events. For example, on how you view our events and the type of meetings you would find 
most appealing. What do you consider most or least important, venue, speaker, the meal? 
Obviously you would prefer all to be excellent, but this is not always possible. 
Do let David (email: david@slapartners.com) know your views. 
 
 
A Happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year to you all. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Michael Sullivan 
Chairman 
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